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Interview with Professor Nee Yeh-Ching Andrew (1965, S5)
Date: 18-8-2005(Thu)

About your family background

1. As we all know, your brother and sister are famed authors;
would you tell us about your family background in China and your
relationship with your siblings? Do you still have tied contact with
them?

I maintain good ties with Ni Kuan and Yi Shu although they are
residing in the US and Canada respectively. | have three other elder
brothers and lelder sister who are living in China.

About your upbringing in Hong Kong

2. When did your come to Hong Kong? What difficulties had you
faced in adapting the living in Hong Kong? How about your life in
primary school?

My father moved to Hong Kong in 1952when I was about 4. |
don’t remember having any difficulties in learning Cantonese or
adapting to life in Hong Kong since a young kid is able to adapt to
any environment. [ must say that life in primary school in those
days were good, plenty of play and work was not very heavy.

About your day in Fuk Wah Street Secondary Modern School
(1961-63)

3. Why did you enter FWS Secondary Modern School? What was
your life in the school? What do you feel about this type of school?
(the life of government secondary modern school was short-lived,
it just lasted for four years.)

I guess I was too playful and did not concentrate on my studies and
did poorly in the Primary Six School Leaving Examination, and
was hence posted to the experimental secondary modern school
and my mother did not want to put me in a private school which
was quite costly. I didn’t fully realize that it was a totally different
concept and a different type of school, except that there was a great
deal of practical work such as metal and wood working. When I
wore the blue overall and walked out of the school, I did receive
strange stares, perhaps too young to be an apprentice then (age 13).

About your days in Kowloon Technical School (1963-65)

4. When you recall your memory in KTS, what is your most
impressive episode?

What was your relationship with teachers and classmates? Do you
remember some of them?

KTS was more like a proper school to me, but due to a relatively
weak foundation of the three years at FWS Secondary School, we
were not taught chemistry, which up to now, I still have a great
regrets. Then principal Mr K C Lau was quite impressive, his voice
was extremely powerful and commanding, maybe even
intimidating. He sang once on stage (Ali Shan mountain girls) and
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he sang well too. I remembered he played very good badminton
and was a sportsman. He offered to recommend me to take up
Form 6 inVTS and I was most grateful to his kind gesture. My
fondest teachers were Mr YH Yeung and Mr Gee Yick, both from
the FWS Secondary School days. Mr Yeung was a very impressive
mathematics teacher, his notes were immaculate and his teaching
style left a very deep impression on me and had molded my love
for mathematics. He taught us linear programming in S4 which
was well ahead of its time! Mr Gee was both our English and
Chinese teacher. I often marveled how he could master both
languages so well. His favorite novels were the Kon-Tiki
Expedition, and the Chinese novel was Zhu Zhiqgin’s “Bei Ying”.
In KTS, the teachers that I remembered well were Ms Christina Ma
and Ms SF Shum, the former was the attractive, fairy-tale lady,
while the latter was the no nonsense, down to earth lady, both were
good English teachers, Mr KK Poon-Chinese teacher whose
calligraphic style of writing we all admired, Mr KK
Wong-Book-keeping teacher who was extremely friendly and
sincere, Ms SM Yeung-Physics teacher who was always soft
spoken except on one occasion, she rushed into the classroom one
morning with a hoarse voice and broke the bad news to us that JFK
was assassinated in 1964, Mr KS Shum, brother of Ms SF Shum,
who taught us geography. I had great love for this subject because
of his teaching. I always remember his kindness of writing a
reference letter for me to read Form 6 in QC. My favorite
classmates were Yip Chak Pui (who sat next to me), Cheng Hoi
Chuen, Lo Hin Chung, Tam Shum Tai, Lee Yuk Cheung, Lau Pok
Lam, Kung Kan Yee, Lee Wai Kwok, Leung Hung Kwan, Yuen
Chuk Yin, Lam Cheok Ting, and there are many more whose
names have slowly faded from my memory.

About your days after leaving KTS

5. I know after you finished your S5 schooling, you went to UK for
further study. Why did you have such decision? Why did you
choose mechanical engineering as your life-long career?

I did not go to the UK immediately. I went to Hong Kong
Technical College for the next three years and chose to study
mechanical engineering. I was influenced by my immediate
brother who impressed upon me that mechanical engineering was
an evergreen discipline and he was absolutely right! [ left for the
UK after my graduation from HKTC in 1968, on a meritorious
overseas training arrangement between several industries in the
UK and HKTC.

About your career in Singapore

6. Why did you settle in Singapore after you left UK in 1970s?
Had you thought about coming back to HK? Thirty years passed,
could you tell something about your career in National University
of Singapore? You are now the co-director of the Singapore-MIT
Alliance, could you tell us about your work?

19

I settled in Singapore in 1974. The main reason was because |
married my wife in the YK who was a Malaysian. Singapore

became a natural destination between Malaysia and Hong Kong.

I have had a very fruitful time at the National University of
Singapore, started as a lecturer in 1974 and rose through three
ranks to a full professor in 1989. I have served as Head of
Department of Mechanical Engineering, Dean of Faculty of
Engineering, Dean of Admission, Director of Singapore-MIT
Alliance, and presently, Director of Office of Research of NUS.

My work is usually split between teaching, research and
administration. I maintain a very keen interest in research, [ am
currently supervising 17 PhD students and serving on 16 editorial
boards of refereed journals. In terms of research publications, I
have produced over 450 papers and 6 books (this is nothing
compared to my brother and sister who have published hundreds).
For my research accomplishment, I was awarded the Doctor of
Engineering degree in 2002 by UMIST (Manchester). Doctor of
Engineering is the highest academic degree and is generally known
as the higher doctoral degree as the ordinary doctoral degree is the
PhD which I received in 1973. I believe I could be the only one in
Singapore with this degree.

About your life in Singapore

7. What is your family life in Singapore? You was born in
Mainland China, brought up in Hong Kong and finally settled in
Singapore. What do you feel about your identity? A Singaporean,
Chinese or Hong Konger?

I have three daughters, the eldest is already married, the two
younger ones have also completed their studies and are now

working in Australia.

My identity is really that of a Singaporean Chinese as we have
Singaporean Indian and Malay. I have spent 30 years in Singapore
compared to 15 years in Hong Kong, 6 years in the UK and 1year
in Canada. I really can’t claim that I am a Hong Konger any longer.
I can only say that I have lived in Hong Kong in my earlier years
and I have had extremely fond memory of Hong Kong. I am also
proud to be able to speak good Cantonese as my mother tongue is

Shanghainese.

If any of my classmates or teachers happen to read this interview,
please contact me at the following address: mpeneeyc@nus.edu.sg,
I wish to catch up with all of you before time runs out.

Reporter: Mr Lau Wai Wah



