The KTS English Debate Team had a very fruitful debating season in 2016. With a total
of three teams in two different competitions, the results were very positive overall, with
three wins from the four debates entered. KTS students were praised not only for their
delivery and pronunciation but also for their confidence and preparation. Judges said
that our debaters showed passion and conviction and Sue Wu was singled out, winning
two Best Debater awards in the early rounds.

Competitive debating is challenging but highly rewarding for those students who want
to become more confident and natural sounding in English. It takes time to get better
but the effort is worth it as public speaking skills improve. The competitions allow
debaters to meet and observe other students and have fun while learning how to work
together in teams.

We hope that the Debate Club will continue to grow and that more students will join to
learn better public speaking and have fun at the same time. Thank you to all the
students who took part this year and also to the English Department for all its assistance
in preparing for the debates.
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Hong Kong, Lovely KTS==

by Mr. Peter Russell

Hong Kong teenagers are very different to Irish ones. KTS students are well
behaved compared to me when I was in school. At my secondary school I was
always in trouble with teachers but I enjoyed sports and played football a lot.
I played some rugby and was involved in the school debate team. Academically
though I was weak and very lazy until I finally started to study and get
serious in Year 5.

I am the youngest of five children and all of my four sisters are older than
me. My dad worked for the electric company in Ireland but my mum didn’ t work
outside the home, rearing us five children instead. I walked to both my primary
and secondary schools as I only lived 15 minutes away on foot. I returned home
for lunch every day of my school life and never ate out in a restaurant like
students do in KTS from year 2 onwards. There are no restaurants near my home
and so school life was very different to KTS. We had two large, full sized
football pitches so team sports were very popular. Of course the weather is
much colder and wetter in Ireland than in Hong Kong so you really have to be
committed to your sport to keep playing, especially in the winter months. My
son Mike (aged 13) likes Ireland but doesn’t like the weather too much. If you
really don’t like rain or wind then Ireland is not the place for you!

4 sisters, 2 parents and me

My secondary school was not as much fun as KTS. We didn’t have Santa Clauses,
Christmas parties or any lunch time concerts. In general my school was boring.
We had no school band, no dance club and no basketball hoops in our playground.
KTS 1is a much happier school than mine ever was and I'm very glad to be
teaching here.
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| am Santa Slim!

Pumpkin Head!
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