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In a world hit by a global pandemic, over15
weeks between February and May 2020, KTS
became one of the many proactive online
learning schools. The English Department,
along with every other subject group, was
tasked with sustaining and promoting online
learning during that time. It was both a
challenge and an opportunity.

The English Department embraced and
adapted to this opportunity, this ‘new normal’
that was suddenly thrust upon them. It held
regular daily lessons, through Zoom or Google
hangout, as well as reading and writing lessons
using other learning apps like Google docs,
Google classroom or Quizlet. Aware that not all
KTS students are “digital natives”, the English
teachers not only encouraged and sustained
the academic side of students’ lives, but also
the social side of their day to day existence. A
sensitivity to the needs and demands of SEN
students was seen as a vital part of learning,
and emotional needs were also considered
when planning lessons. Even though students
were not together physically, encouraging them
to get organized in preparing and completing
their work, through a very challenging time, was
another very important element of each lesson.

All lessons focused on the students’ needs
and transdisciplinary texts and projects
were identified as most important. Every

sSustaining the learning) of
English over: school closure

By Mr. Peter Russell
KTS NET Teacher

student learns in a different way and breaking
things down was an essential part of the
online lessons. Without being able to model
and scaffold in a regular classroom, using
whiteboards and breakout rooms became
the optimal method of instruction online.
Preparation was key and troubleshooting
for future lessons was an important part of
predicting, nurturing and focusing on the needs
of the students. Breaking down walls became
extremely important to get students to open up
online. Humour appeals to KTS students and
they enjoyed having their English teachers in a
more private and relaxed setting.

Ultimately, teaching is about transferring
knowledge and the English Department was
faced with unique challenges in how to best
approach this, especially in relation to those
students preparing for their DSE exams. While
other forms were given leeway to decide how
best to use resources to complete assignments,
DSE students were obliged to stick to the
demands and prerequisites necessary to
sit their papers successfully. This posed
challenging conceptually to those teaching S.6
but high praise must be extended to all who
contributed in helping final year students get
ready for their state exams.

In what proved a challenging time for everyone
at KTS, the English Department built and
capitalized on the opportunities offered during
a very unique time in world history. We look
forward to getting back to more ‘normal’ times.




When Zoom meets Debating

Debating is deemed fit for only students

who excel in language, but at KTS we
see potential in all, we see debating as
a vessel carrying our students to explore
the uncharted territory of language. The
team has always put effort in gathering
together students who have a passion in
English and avail them with opportunities
that are conducive to transferrable cognitive
and presentation skills. Through taking
part in debating tournaments, as well as
friendly debates, students can polish their
language skills; such skills can be deployed
in other contexts such as public speaking,
public examinations or even personal
development.

‘| can’t wait for things to get back to normal.
| want debate matches,’ said Mr. Lee, with a
wistful tone in his voice, in one of his audio
messages. It's a commonly heard refrain in

our team Whatsapp group.

Covid-19 undoubtedly puts debating
tournaments on hold, but technology has
improved, enabling the sort of intellectual
encounter previously thought to require

in-person meetings. The streaming

By Mr. Christopher Lee
KTS English Oebating Team

digital era breaks all physical barriers and
makes the online debating tournament
possible despite the social distancing
restrictions imposed. Together with 4 other
participating schools, namely South Tuen
Mun Government Secondary School, Yuen
Long Public Secondary School, NTHYK
Tai Po District Secondary School and Lung
Cheung Government Secondary School,
KTS Debating Team explored the possibility
of organizing the first ever online joint
government school debating competition.
Thanks to the dedicated teachers, teaching
assistants, our principal, Mr. Wong Kwok Fai
Francis, and Assistant Principal, Ms Tang
Wai Man Wilma who showed generous
support at the Debating Symposium on 22

May 2020 late afternoon via Zoom.

The matches will be conducted in late
July at the Zoom platform, with Team KTS
playing against NTHYK Tai Po District
Secondary School and South Tuen Mun
Government Secondary School against
Yuen Long Public Secondary School. This
is literally a breakthrough at KTS and
inter-school debating competition history.
Without the enthusiasm of our debaters,
dedication of our staff and teacher coaches,
Ms. Ng Yin Ting Irene, Mr. Christopher
Lee and Mr. Yuen Wing Kin, and generous
support from the principal, Mr. Wong Kwok
Fai Francis, all these would not be possible.
We hope all will enjoy this new venture.
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How COVID 19 affects our life and how KTS students still

live, learn and smile under the mask

Q@b a@ In recent months, the disease

= ¥ known as COVID 19 has seen
W . major increases in the amount

& of people it has infected.
m@é? So much so that it was later
classified as a global pandemic

by the World Health Organization (WHO). As it has
now become apparent that the malaise has spread
out from its initial place of origin and has moved
across the entire globe, it goes without saying that
ithas had profound impacts on the daily lives of most

people on Earth. That unfortunately includes you and
me.

One of the first and most noticeable changes in
our daily lives is that it is now an unspoken rule
of thumb that you should, if not must, wear a
face mask whenever you go out. This applies to
everything, even mundane errands such as going to
the convenience store to pick up some foodstuff or
making a small trip to the barber to get your messy
hair done. However, | think it goes without saying
that most people probably don’t enjoy wearing a face
mask wherever they go. It gets in the way of your
breathing and makes you uncomfortable. You'll be
perpetually smelling your own breath as it circulates
around the small enclosed space of the face mask
over and over, not to mention your lips start sweating
after a while.

In addition, the pandemic has changed our lives with
the norm of today’s social-distancing. As a result
of this change, many businesses such as bars,
karaokes and nightclubs, places known for intimate
socialization, have been forced to temporarily close
their doors. However, some businesses have found
some clever ways to incorporate the concept of
social-distancing into the way they operate. For
example, restaurants intentionally use empty tables
to act as buffer zones as a means to separate tables
of customers further away from one another, and
using vertical shields propped up on the table to
shield the customer from any potential pathogens
lingering in the air. This of course changes the
everyday dining experience of you and me, and for
some people it may not be very pleasant to have
such a huge obstacle stand in front of you whilst you
eat. And of course, because of social-distancing,
school has been suspended. This for students would
usually sound great, but as the pandemic lingers on,
it also deters them from spending their newly found
free time with their friends.

S.6C Anthony Ip

With all that being said, it becomes apparent that we
aren’t exactly living in great times. So what can KTS
students do to live learn and smile under the mask?

To live under the mask, you should also keep in mind
that other than wearing a face mask, there is much
more else to be done. Such as washing your hands
properly for thirty seconds with soap. In addition,
one should also practise social-distancing. | know
that this may be hard for some of those who rely
on their social lives for entertainment, but this may
also be a great chance to put the extra leisure time
to use, such as learning a new language, finding a
new hobby, or just doing what you love, as long as it
remains mostly indoors.

Apart from the effect on students’ social life, they
have also changed their “conventional way of
learning”, i.e., they have to attend virtual classes
even though they want to resume their normal school
life. Therefore, whether the lessons are virtual or
not, you should always pay attention to the teacher.
If you have any questions, you could feel free to
contact the teacher online and ask them to explain
something you don’t understand. If you require extra
resources for learning, you could try learning online
through educational videos on Youtube and courses
offered by various websites, some are free even!

Finally, the most important element to combat this
disease is to stay positive all the time. How to smile
under the mask? Exercise is the key. As many have
stated before, exercise improves mental well-being,
so exercise is key to maintain a healthy and happy
lifestyle. This may at first seem like it contradicts the
golden rule of social-distancing, but you will soon
realize that there are many ways to exercise without
even leaving your home. There are plenty of indoor
exercise tutorials on Youtube that you may perform
without ever leaving your home.

With all the suggestions above, stay positive,
keep your head up, and be careful, and this whole
pandemic should blow over like a soft breeze!




L,

LY

0)

ng) d;

5.90 Designed by Ferrence Leung

13




In February, more than 200 passengers on the huge cruise ship, Diamond Princess
were infected with the new coronavirus. The cruise ship was quarantined in the
Japan port of Yokohama and thousands of passengers were trapped on the ship

over COVID-19 virus fears. One of our S4 students wrote a letter of advice to one
of the stranded passengers, Christopher, and tried to ease his mind and worry.

S.4D Reagan Lai

Dear Christopher,

After reading your diary posted on the South The more worrying problem that you
China Morning Post last week, | was quite mentioned is about your mental and

worried about your situation right now. You psychological health. | was sad to hear

have been quarantined on a cruise ship off about that. | heard you have been staying in

the coast of Japan. | know you must feel your room for a long time. | think the internet
stressed about yourself because many can be a good platform for you to vent your
passengers on the Diamond Princess have emotions. For example, you can use social
been quarantined too. Unfortunately, you are media to contact your friends on Facebook,
staying in your room alone, it seems that you  Twitter and Instagram. When you post some
are living in jail. | hope | can give you some photos about your life on the ship, | think
advice in order to ease your worries. everyone will be interested in your photos

First of all, you mentioned that you were and they will want to talk to you. You can

afraid of getting infected because of the lack use these platforms to contact your friends

or family. Therefore, you can make full use
of social media to stay in touch with your

of protection measures on the cruise. In this
case, | have two pieces of advice for you.
First, it is better to stay in your room, don’t
go outside. | think it is the best protection Indeed, | think you don’t need to feel worried

friends and family.

for you. If you want to go outside, you must and depressed, remember to keep social
wear a face mask. The face mask can distance with the other passengers, wear
protect you. Moreover, you should wash your a face mask when go out of your room and
hands frequently, especially after touching always keep your hands clean, it is the best
your mouth, nose or eyes; after coughing protection for you. If you feel lonely, please
and sneezing. It is also important to wash go on social media and contact your friends
your hands before eating and after using the and family. It will make you feel better than
toilet. Please also remember to wash your before. Take it easy, and hope the pandemic
hands after touching the handrails or door will be over soon. Let’'s combat the virus and
knobs. If you keep my advice in mind, it can stay healthy together.

protect you from getting COVID-19.

Regards,
Reagan Lai
from KTS
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Greater control, greater harm

Recently, there has been heated discussion on
whether there should be greater control over the
sites students are able to access on the internet.
Some people hold the view that monitoring
the sites is conducive to students’ academic
performance and their mental health. However, |
think their opinions are flawed, because greater
control means greater harm.

To commence with, imposing tighter control on
the sites that students visit is jeopardising their
personal freedom. Students ought to be endowed
with the right to visit a website without others
taking a close watch on them. If this basic right is
not guaranteed, students will be very concerned
about what they are doing in the online world,
and surfing the internet will no longer be a
weekend leisure activity but an experience
inundated with distress and worry. To add insult
to injury, we already have numerous systems
that censor the internet in modern society, with
certain information likely to be deleted or filtered
by authorities. Once we build another high wall
in front of students, it is not hard to believe that
their lives will only be filled with what adults think
is good, and their opinions will be moulded into
a sameness; their freedom of access to different
information strictly limited.

Second, it is impractical to enforce measures
that control the websites students visit. Our
generation has been raised in a world with rapid
development in technology. Thousands of new
websites emerge every day and the number
of netizens, among which adolescents are the
majority, is growing at unprecedented speed.
Therefore, students are capable of visiting a
large number of websites, which means that it
is unrealistic to impose greater control on every
site they visit. What’s more, it remains unclear
whether the person visiting the website is an
adult or a student, since plenty of netizens are
anonymous and it is difficult to distinguish their
true identity. According to a report from the Hong
Kong Police, tracking someone online is not only
a laborious task but also of high cost because
extra technology talents need to be recruited.
Given this, the measures are not easy to enact
due to technical and financial impracticality.

5.50 SUN CHUFEI

Third, useful information could be filtered and may
have an adverse impact on students’ studies. It is
true that imposing control on sites that students
visit can prevent them from being misled by false
information. Nonetheless, it is worth remembering
that machines are not human, they are likely to
filter out valuable content and thus become an
obstacle for online learners. For instance, there
are books that involve topics like racial prejudice
or historical massacres, which filters basically
think are inappropriate for students since they
are related to violence or injustice. However, as a
matter of fact, these authors often simply want to
prompt students to question racial discrimination
and arouse a sense of humanity. Pitifully, these
ideas cannot be transmitted because of internet
filters. In view of this, beneficial information may
vanish if greater control is utilised.

Nevertheless, critics argue that imposing
greater control can eliminate vast amounts of
harmful content, like pornography and gambling,
encouraging students to focus more on their
studies. Indeed, some students do click on
websites containing misleading information, and
are easily distracted by it. However, putting filters
on internet access is not reasonable. We already
have many methods to control what students visit
and see on the internet. For example, parents
can set parental-control mode on their children’s
phones, thus stopping them from visiting harmful
sites. Internet companies like Google can also
set a default safe-search mode to stop sites
displaying any insecure or explicit results to
students. Therefore, imposing greater control is
unnecessary and a waste of resources.

To conclude, having greater control on the
sites that students visit is neither practical nor
desirable. It will pose more harm than good and
lead to a lack of inquiry, curiosity and creativity.
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