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1.Halloween Fiesta
The annual Halloween Fiesta was held as always
at the end of October, on Friday the 30th October.
It was a spooky Friday for English teachers as the
English Department prepared ghoulish treats for
all who participated and devilish costumes were
the order of the day. Dressing up was de rigeur for
certain teachers, especially Mr. RUSSELL, who
looked fetching in their witches’ hats. Our Principal,
Mr. YU and Assistant Principals also turned up to
create a bit more Halloween magic at KTS. 2020
was a tough year for students with the COVID
restrictions. Luckily, the Halloween Fiesta allowed
them to forget the pandemic and get lost in a make-

believe world of ghostly horror!

This year as usual, the annual Halloween Design Competition

saw some great entries from the junior form students. Of
over 500 entrants, it was hard to find a winner but, eventually,

English teachers managed to pick the more outstanding ones.

The theme this year was the Haunted House Mirror. The
students had to interpret their own ideas and take on their
imaginative haunted house mirror and its accompanying
decorations. The results were creative masterpieces with flair

and imagination being seen in all the entries.




Results of the'Halloween Design Competi

Winner S3E PUN Chui-ying
First Runner-up S1E CHU Huen-tung
Second Runner-up S2E XU Suet-yu
Merit Prize S1C KO Yat-yee
Merit Prize S1D LIN Ying-xin
Merit Prize S2E TAM Shuk-yin
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3.The Halloween Tongue Twister Competition

In order not to let the detrimental effects by the COVID-19
drain the KTS Halloween spirits, even though we were
not able to organize the most exciting Apple Bobbing
Competition, we replaced it with another equally fun
Halloween activity, i.e., the Halloween Tongue Twisters

Competition.

"If two witches would watch two watches, which witch
would watch which watch?"

"If big black bats could blow bubbles, how big of bubbles
would big black bats blow?"

Tongue twister is an interesting way for our students to
practise their speaking and pronunciation skills. Our NET
teacher, Mr. RUSSELL, dressed up like a horrible but funny
wizard and demonstrated the two tongue twisters online.
Our students were asked to watch the video, imitate the
tongue twisters and finally answer some online questions

related to them.

Classes 2E, 3E and 6D received the Most Active
Participation Award, and the lucky winners were presented
with certificates and prizes during the Halloween Fiesta.
Our Principal, Mr. YU handed over the prizes and everyone
went away happy. The English Department looks forward
to doing it all again in 12 months’ time without the COVID

restrictions.
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Social Distancing does not mean Social Isolation

With the tireless passion in debating, Kowloon Technical
School broke the physical barrier because of COVID-19.
Coped with the new normal and, together with four other
schools, namely, Lung Cheung Government Secondary
School, NTHYK Tai Po District Secondary School, South
Tuen Mun Secondary School and Yuen Long Public
Secondary School, we finally made possible the first ever

online debating tournament, Debating Symposium 2020.

"The new normal offers us a new perspective to see
life, and to live our lives.' As a new venture for Kowloon
Technical School English Debating Team, Debating
Symposium 2020 brought staunch debaters together
despite COVID-19 bringing almost all ECA activities to
a halt. With drive and determination, Team KTS was the
coordinator of the Symposium. On 22 May 2020, with
the presence and support from the school principals,
vice-principals, teachers of the other four government
schools, we had our first preparation meeting. When in-
person interaction was deemed unfit, Team KTS, be it
the debater or the adviser, explored collaboration with
debating teams of other schools as it is our belief that
students yield as much from the informal curriculum as

the formal curriculum.

The threat of COVID-19 has upset our everyday life
as classes needed to be temporarily suspended to
prevent the spread of the epidemic. However, Team
KTS are so blessed with dedicated teacher advisers
who demonstrated wholehearted application to work and
innovation to seek alternatives, we believe in suspending

classes without suspending learning, we believe in the

By Mr. Christopher LEE
significance of ECA

AART E AR
wloon Technical Sche

in forging a holistic
learning journey for
our students, and
most importantly, we
believe that debating | k.
avail students with invaluable opportunities that are
conducive to transferrable life-changing cognitive and
presentation skills. As long as there is no reason to
sacrifice the noble belief, our teachers see meaning in
doing extra, that is turning the debating tournament online

when a face-to-face arena seems impossible, so as to

enable students to reap the most.

In September, 2020, we had an online match with NTHYK
Tai Po District Secondary School. Given the motion
'E-books should replace traditional books', debaters
researched, formed the team line, and came up with
arguments together. As technology matures and online
education apps get more prevalent, learning is made
beyond boundaries. Debaters have made good use of the
online platform to work with their team members and to
make intellectual exchanges with their counterparts from
the other school. Although it took a lot of time and effort
for such innovative collaboration, advisers from all the

participating schools agreed it was worth it.

The Year 2020 was a tough year to many but with
positivity, Team KTS got through anything. When the
going gets tough, the tough get going and Team KTS

sees the opportunity in every difficulty.




Speech Fesfival

A "New Normal” in the Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival 2020

COVID-19 pandemic has brought significant impact and
changes to our daily lives and also learning. The Hong
Kong Schools Speech Festival is not an exception.
In order to minimize the gathering of large number of
students during competitions and practices, special
arrangements were made last year, for example, only
Solo and Duo classes were held, and all performances

had to be uploaded and judged online.

Despite all these changes and challenges in the
arrangements of the competition and speech training,
our school is keen to promote speech training amongst
our students, especially the ones in junior forms. With
the warmest encouragement from our English teachers,
there were 4 girls in S.3 and 2 boys in S.2 joining the
Dramatic Duologue, while the others competing in the

Solo Verse Speaking.

Even though the face-to-face lesson could only
be resumed in early October last year, the English

Department could still manage to organize a 5-week

Speech Training Workshop for our students and better
equip them before the competitions. The Workshop
was run by an experienced instructor with an aim to
prepare our students for the Speech Festival and also
develop their confidence in presenting themselves in
English. The workshops brought students together in
small groups to practise their English speaking and
presentation skills. Students found the workshops
fun and they could acquire the skills to communicate

effectively and the confidence to speak up.

At the same time, our English teachers also worked
hand in hand with the Speech instructor to encourage
our students to explore their creativity in the delivery of
their chosen materials. They worked with the students
to understand and ultimately deliver the piece with
meaning, accuracy and expression. Though the results
have not been released yet, it was so impressive to see

our students' hard work and improvement in presenting

themselves in English.
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